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EIGHTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST   
4 October 2020 
St Francis of Assisi 

 
 

 

Presider  Rev Peter Greenwood  Preacher Rev Peter Greenwood   
Readers Margaret Binder 

Wally Kluktewicz 
Psalm 
Gospel 

Psalm 19.1-14    
Assistant 

Intercessor Alan Little Notices Rector 
Hymns 607 (v 1,2,3);179 (v 1,4)   

Anthem Christ is our cornerstone: Rawsthorne 
Postlude Menuet Gothique from the Gothic Suite: Boellmann 

  

Leader Mike Woo  Reader Jill Brown  
Sophie Parry-Jones

Preacher Todd Parry-Jones    Prayers On screen 
Big Picture Children’s Ministry Update 
Songs By Faith; This life I live. 

  

Reflection 
In the section before today's reading, Jesus highlights the hypocrisy and cowardice of the 
religious leaders. This parable is also directed to the Chief Priests and Elders. It succinctly 
locates Jesus’ own future suffering and death in line with the mistreatment of the Jewish 
prophets through the centuries.  
The Chief Priests and Elders clearly get it. The parable contrast Jesus’ authentic servant 
leadership with their own, and so they seek to have Jesus arrested. 
• We pray for integrity in leadership in our community of faith, and in the secular community 
in this time of Covid 19. Seek the fruit of the Spirit for ourselves and each other; seek the fruits 
of the Kingdom for our parish, diocese and the national church. How we behave as the body 
actually matters. 
• Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia. 
                     Text: The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

Rector Reflections 
Having worked in the I.T industry, there is a deep and sobering appreciation for the social 
ramifications of the technological revolution - both a tremendous blessing and a terrifying 
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curse. Being able to order an item from the opposite ends of the earth, at the click of a button, 
delivered to your door step in days, points to a wonderful utopian world. Hearing from our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, in the depths of the Congo with the merest of strokes on the 
keyboard, strengthens a deep connection in Christ. 
 

However, the damaged wreaked by the malicious use of social media create horrors beyond 
our worst dystopian fears. In the midst of this is a generation of children that have grown up 
attached to their digital pacifiers. They are the ones that are engulfed in the firestorms of 
media (both journalistic and electronic) that can blaze out of control through the digital 
wastelands. They are the ones who fail to comprehend that whatever they put online, stays 
online, for a very long time. The keyboard is mightier than the old fashioned printed words. 
 

The solution is not to create a digital monastery, where we cloister our children away from 
the world. Rather, it is by teaching our children of their identity in Christ Jesus, that we will 
then help them engage in this online world. For example, the social media world is horrifying 
in the brutal condemnation and judgment that can be dished out in milliseconds. Our children 
need to know the forgiveness and grace in Christ Jesus, that means that their very own 
personhood is not bound to the fickle whims of their internet judge, jury and executioners. 
Their self-worth is not bound be ‘likes’ or ‘smile emojis’ or ‘friends’. Instead, their self-worth 
is inexorably bound up with the saviour who laid down his life for us (Matthew 21:38) 
 

Creation Season 
Today is the memorial of St Francis of Assisi – it concludes the Season of Creation, which 
many churches of all denominations observe in September. Philip and Ruth Pollard have 
kindly penned a reflection on this season: 
“The Creation Season is an opportunity to reflect on the fact that all things are created by, 
for, and through Christ Jesus (Col.1:15-20).  The ways in which we use and misuse the 
creation ultimately reflects back on our attitude towards Christ Jesus as creator saviour and 
redeemer of all creation (Rom.8:18-22).  Scripture indicates that all creation praises God 
(Psalm 148; Rev.5:13).  When we ruin parts of the creation we disrespect our praise partners 
(mountains, rivers, oceans, trees and animals).  Humans are one part of a cosmic choir.  Acts 
of cruelty towards other creatures is not a sign of a righteous life (Prov.12:10).  Kindness is a 
fruit of the spirit (Gal.5:22).  God covenanted with all creation after Noah's flood (Gen 
9:17).  The last book of the Bible, Revelation, sees all creation set right and fulfilled from the 
creation story in Genesis.” 
Valediction for Bridget McKern 
Bridget and Don McKern are down-sizing to the Shire this week. Today we thank God for the 
ministry of Bridget McKern at St Mark’s. Bridget stated worshipping here in 1967, and has 
been involved in Christian Meditation as leader, home communion, music of the harp, 
pastoral care at MAV and Calvary, and many other contributions. In latter times, she has 
written three reflective books. 

Snippets from the archives -  
During hot days in October, older pre-school children at St. Mark’s pre-school, were able to 
have mud play. Four gardening trowels were bought and the children used these to build 
bridges, dams and to make a river. This provided an important sensory experience. 
(Messenger 1970)   What fun !! 
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Sermon Outline: Matthew 21:33-36  
– Taking away the Kingdom of God 

1. Talking to Strangers 
 

2. The Landowner & the vineyard (v. 33) 
 

3. The Wicked Tenants (vv. 34-39) 
 

3. The Pointed Purpose of the Parable (vv. 40-46) 
 

4. The Privilege and the Productivity of the Kingdom of God 

News & Events 
Good news with easing of restrictions 
Premier Gladys Berijikian has announced that starting Term 4, singing and choirs will return, 
with a maximum of five participants. Music ensembles will also be allowed to return, 
provided social distancing guidelines are followed. 
Parish Council Update (from our September meeting) 
 A quick reminder – the blue-lidded bin is for recycling cans/bottles – it is in the entrance to 

the church hall. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 Solar panels have been installed on the church roof, this will aid our electricity costs. 
 Help needed – as we establish live-streaming our services, we need to build a team of 

volunteers to operate the sound desk and cameras. Training will be provided, no experience 
necessary. 

 Behind the scenes – we need some trusted members to assist with counting offertory. 
Speak to the wardens for further information. 

 Total Offertories (end of August)- Actual: $79,053 Budgeted: $89,680 Deficit: $10,627 
Rector on Leave 
Due to much needed renovations in the Rectory, the Rector will be on leave from Monday 5th 
– Monday 12th October. For pastoral enquiries please speak to Rev Stephen Hooper. 

Prayers 
Georges River Region Prayer Diary 2020   
OATLEY WEST  Rector: Stephen and Julie Anderson, Nick Moll, Grace Li. 
Praise: 
 Give thanks for the effectiveness of our phone-based Prayer Vine through the months of 

lockdown earlier this year, delivering intentional word andprayer ministry via a web of 
personal conversations each Sunday morning. Pray that this will morph into a viable 1-1 
ministry for the long term.  

Prayer: 
 Ask God to sustain, strengthen, renew, and grow his church here amid the complexity of 

constantly adapting, hybrid ministry modes. 
 Pray specifically that we will continue practicing the “one another's” of the New Testament 

(which we explored together through winter). 
 Pray for adequate time, stillness, insight, and joy for Stephen Anderson to complete his 

doctoral research. 
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Concerns of the Church 
 Prayers & Petitions can be found at https://sydneyanglicans.net/covid19prayers 
Those in need 
Viv Colquhoun; Adrienne Girdlestone; Judith Hague; Elsie Moore; Eddie Williams. 
Long term need: Janet Baker; Nina Barrett; Shirley Barrett; Annette Collier; Robin Crocker; Gloria 
Dakin; Fay Dempsey; John Francis; Bill Hayes; Jean Hill; Iris Leach; Carrie Leo; Margaret Nightingale; 
Kim Roser. 
Life and witness 
Remembering those who saw active service: Aircraftsman Ronald Clapson; FO  Norman Craig.  
Thanksgiving: William Tyndale, (d. 1536), biblical scholar. 
Flowers This Week: Remembering, Gerald Caccia Birch, Father of Bridget McKern. 

St Mark’s rosters … 
… are available here: www.southhurstville.anglican.asn.au/members.html 
Follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkssouthhurstville and /Kids-at-St-Marks 

 

Regular offerings to St Mark’s ministry… 
… may be made via envelopes OR set-up regular on-line bank transfers to: BSB 062-253;  
Account No 00902175. Description:  ‘Offering8am’  or  ‘Offering10am’  or  ‘FlowersName’.  

This week at St Mark's 
Mon 5/10 Recess Storytime – Playgroup – St Mark’s Hall Rachel Greenwood 
 Recess Bible Study – Grosvenor Room Rector 
Tue   6/10 Recess Choir rehearsal Deborah Mulcair 
Thu   8/10 Recess Tai Chi – St Mark’s Hall Gabrielle Merten 
 10.00am Needle & Thread – Grosvenor Room Betty Dayes 
 10.00am St Mark’s Art – St Mark’s Hall Lorraine Sweeny 
 10.00am Thursday Connect (morning tea) – St Mark’s Hall Lorraine Sweeny 
 Recess Women’s Bible Study Jacky Hooper 
Fri     9/10 Recess EPIC Youth – Hall Rector 
Sun 11/10 8 & 10am Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Check Members' webpage 

Directory 
Rector Rev Peter Greenwood  0400 206 049 rector@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
Senior Assistant Minister Rev Stephen Hooper  0468 878 100 stephen@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
Seniors’ Minister Dr Douglas Golding  0410 763 941 seniors@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
Choir Director Deborah Mulcair  0416 332 713 Organist  Lois Little  0428 544 610 
Pastoral Care Group Peter Greenwood;  Lois Little;  Bridget McKern;  Wesley Fairhall 
Communion Assistant and Verger Bruce Cooke  0412 680 430 communion@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
Safe Ministry Coordinator Sandra Scott  0407 876 064 safeministry@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
War Remembrance Custodian Wilf Ewens ewenssnr@gmail.com 
Transport Coordinator Glenn Burdon  9570 8841 / 0432 539 784 grburdon@bigpond.com 
Warden Jill Brown  0421 767 927;     Robert Nelson 0418 232 855      
Warden & Treasurer Bill Clarke  9546 1741 treasurer@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 
Parish Council Secretary Wesley Fairhall  0408 182 685 wesleyfairhall7@gmail.com 
Parish Office (Fridays 9am-12pm) Grosvenor Road  9547 1239 office@southhurstville.anglican.asn.au 

 


